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Ja n 27 16 :10  

Indonesia to Build 46 Lighthouses on Outermost Islands in 2006
 
 
Jakarta (ANTARA Ne ws) - The C ommun ica tions Min istry wi ll build 46
lighthouses on Indonesi a�s oute rmost islands i n 200 6 to spur e conomic
activities in remote islands a nd thei r surroundings and to symbolize th e
sovere ignty of  the unitary sta te of  the Republic of  Indonesia.  
 
Communicati ons Minister Ha tta Raja sa said here Thursda y, that in th e
construction of the n ew l ighthouses the g overnment w ill give  priority to th e
outermost i slan ds, in are as near the  border with other countries, wh ich are
vulnera ble to confli cts with other countries.  
 
The twelve  of the 46 ne w lighthouses to be built  this  year w ill be  loca ted n ear
the border wi th Mal aysi a, 15 ne ar the border with Austra lia, five near th e
borde r w ith the Phili ppin es and two nea r the borde r w ith Timor Leste.  
 
Besides buildin g li ghthouses an d posting lighthouse keepers, the government
will also develop settlement sites on those islands complete w ith the required
facilities, and the Communications Mi nistry w ill increase the frequency of
pa ssenger ships in visiting those re mote isla nds to foster the development of
economic acti vitie s i n border areas. 
 
Actually, th e state-ow ned shippi ng compa ny PT Pel ni has operated small
pa ssenger ships to serve tra nsportation from and to a  number of outermost
isla nds. The re are  92 small isla nds located in border are as.  
 
For the construction of the 46 new  lig ht houses in  2006, the gove rnmen t has
alloca ted Rp15 0 billion, he disclosed after attending a limi ted coordination
meetin g on  political, lega l and security affa irs  w hich w as h eaded by
Coordinating M inister of P oli tical, Legal a nd Security Affairs Widodo AS. 
 
The meetin g wa s atten ded by 11  ca bin et mini sters, including Marine a nd
Fi shery Mi nister Freddy Numberi, C ommun ica tions Min ister Hatta  Raj asa ,
Home Mini ster M.Ma �ruf, La w and Human  Ri ghts Minister Hamid Aw al uddin
and N avy C hief of  Sta ff  Marsha l Slamet Soebi janto.(*) 
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